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During a June 6 nationwide party primary, the opposition National Liberation Party (Partido de
Liberacion Nacional, PLN) nominated Jose Maria Figueres to run as presidential candidate in
the country's general elections, scheduled for Feb. 6, 1994. Figueres, a graduate of the West Point
military academy and Harvard University who has previously served as agriculture minister, is
the son of PLN founder and former president Jose "Pepe" Figueres (for previous coverage see
Central America Update 04/02/93). Figueres secured the nomination despite a strong challenge by
two party colleagues, former PLN deputy Jose Miguel Corrales and Margarita Penon, spouse of
1987 Nobel peace laureate and former president Oscar Arias. Figueres must now work to reunite
the PLN around his candidacy, a task which analysts say will probably prove difficult given the
acrimonious nature of the pre-primary internal struggle. In conceding defeat to Figueres, both
Corrales and Penon indicated that they will not be able to throw their support behind the official
party nominee until he fully clarifies a series of allegations raised during the course of the campaign.
Chief among the charges which received extensive coverage in the local press throughout the
campaign is Figueres's alleged participation in the 1973 killing of a suspected drug trafficker, Jose
Joaquin Orozco. At the time, Figueres was a lieutenant in the Civil Guard. The other main allegation
revolves around Figueres's connection with a local mining firm which reportedly embezzled funds
from several US investors during the 1980s. For his part, during his victory speech following release
of the primary results, Figueres called on all PLN members to leave the bitter campaign behind
and to concentrate on party unity for the 1994 elections. Figueres said his platform will essentially
declare as its centerpiece a "war on poverty," with promises to substantially increase spending
for health and education. Meanwhile, the PLN's chief rival, President Rafael Calderon's Social
Christian Unity Party (Partido Unidad Social Cristiana, PUSC), was virtually set to nominate former
Legislative Assembly president Miguel Angel Rodriguez as its presidential candidate for 1994. The
PUSC nominating convention was scheduled for June 13. In pre-primary polls, Rodriguez had the
backing of almost 80% of PUSC members, far ahead of his closest challenger, Juan Jose Trejos, son
of former president Jose Joaquin Trejos. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 06/06/93; Notimex, Reuter,
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 06/07/93)
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